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| Asleep in a shady thicket lays 2 a 
4 Over him pustled the slensten aa cae =~ 
( p While about him, sread Up the kup 4 ia 
AY From neck and shou Use ty if 


es bith a 
Rolled ans tossed like a yellow FD 
c\’ le 5 j 

aS Sirimbe tite ans brawny, R! 

With jpaws(that could enesy thopthy jangle gags 












ikea cat on a carpet, yet cout houreal > ~ Ny 

B hex With stride ana leap aloné the éround ; ea 
Could over the heated desert pags, 

leaving hehind a dinted wake 

OF tracks like @ lon§ continucy 
With tail for taghing, 
























ASG atte With teeth for frashing, Qh 
Z}) \ fad throat that could pour a threatening thu 

Wal cHe was indeed, and little the wonder, 
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IC Sy Even while he drowsed within hig dem” 
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Pd Ze small brown MOUSE, 7 /") ~ 
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oY Rrom her hidden house, 5-0) i 


Goer house ‘of §rasses — little mopex * at 
af a cellar with a silken floop J &@ 
‘} ‘es Crept out te find some isader’? ook; 


War Some spicy bark, some juic a 


Some ker: Ray of firdit, x 
Pes, h, \\ 
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: : Obezaw the RG asleep; 
es 16 Ae she do but crawl and creep 
; £ A Fnge th tan§ling feet along hig mane— 

pg she thought it a field of 
Zara yellow, ans § eels 
She searched it over, se © fear, 


t with keen bright weald gz and 
e a alon§ te bis Se 


< Sh 
: hasad a here of antelope, ‘ 
heart ma cfanee i a savage 
en eee tle tickling scratshing ing 
ie hin? negtle and streteh hig pa 
e\Wag oe to rouge 






































yy ae ” efambled and Whi Sked aoe Fat ‘ace/— 

~ os shake of hig head, a fierce grimace, 

Find she lost her held, 

Ap She tumbled and rollecl — 

@he Gack E had moved, and there, alas, ; 

She was ar bis. Sree foot sn the ¢rass | ail 
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Instead of auostionit him, or speaking, Y 
PAS ladies will, she Fell te styrieking, ee > 
, fod be, with anger in hig eyes, mm of 

Spoke sternly te her in this wise eA) ce iS 
wOneutigg and bothering like a fly, “3 4 
You'll have te die — you'll have fe di 

- For "tis never gafe, you cught te Know, ~z 
@ sce a sleeping IelO) go.’ XS 
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7 Ci Hh, sai, queue, ye 
 Que-sue,” cried she, 
as Pray ict me §o thie once— some aay 
King of the mice, | will repay!” 
‘He laughed «Ha-ha!” he laughed « sf «He 
JA MOUBE repay a ION! Gol” 
_ find off te her hicdden, dried-§rase house 
~ Hurpied the flustered, eoreliay a 
pratefu 


LG 2% St oe e 
ae 


On stahvant pee 
Crackling thet 

traws beneath him, the ¢ 

\ Ofird cut oF his biting, JSS SF 


Sauntering, striding, GLO oS SEA 


ia er nd Re ges gle rans. 2 






















































mar? shy, web, — 
ae spread a lion net; 5” Dont BE 


f Hash 
But, full of mirth, how could | he *think 
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SOF danger where he was fused to arink? 
be. fi fing lon$ leap te the needy brink’ iQ f 
7 And plungin falling, SS 
Sad » Ge \ Web enthralling Ee Zs 
ith” ce ‘and mesh till be cauld not stim x - 

> toy © lay, his royal beard outseread 

i pA at (7 A monareh’s mantle, golden-ped, 


(G the Mt mastes a prisoner, 
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JE, and down she gat, 
, gnaw at thats 
were tiny, but sharp te bite, 






she filed and sawed with all her might s ; 


d pulled, and ras 
asses and sepa 


ped and ¢ra x 
pated | 





He strove, till dews Fell ebill on bir, 


“Ry,” fired hunters returning a 
Gheir eS “Would rend him ule 


Hark, hark! ¢ on \/ FSO 
pugtle and stir down in the A Ss Sj 
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ee And knew that with morning” 


ee {Lfeng time, with hala) 
(C_ Heavin§ and ‘groaningss _ 
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ipping voice, a ath ueaking: ay 
loud as a ericket a atich 
Ok xing of af the mice, lie still 1 
“Free, 1 will.’ 
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6 ec a 
' ee ss “Ghee, thpeuth lonfa 
Oy : Ete gat he, cet bisa 





sty tee wa oie aRE fila 

\ } se fleetsfested, — <7, yy, a 

ee ia Dread gray and silver fur," ral “X 

Sa \77 Capped and gloved dad beg ott NN 

ena Wie css Bi if hound was on His ee Ss, 
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Ghat he eeuled ‘out im, ps 
I LiF hunter With a gun ‘ 
Ve could dodge and ian ims 
analy en his hind feet =< M\\ii 
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Es 
Yt bigs se stent, mayke, but still 7 9 fo 4) 
“| ~~ | should like te meet you’ am | Y 
In apace —=thsagh yotr wens sWiftyhOMe if - 

aM belie alse ance Pa oi nate 
Wag the dunes if earnest? eh? ‘ A 



























- Dogsibly but joking, < 
Gheugh he tittered in a way _- . 
\\ Ghat Wag suite provoking. / 
'y-40n a hillock green a ROX . 





2 Heard the words of kanter, 
)),Bniffed the air for news, s then 







+m. Came up at a cante! 
CON cee 
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\ + BOX ghall fix the goal for-ug.”” 
Weg \ Said the HERE politely, 2. 
Zot Ans the distance to he run; _.. 
\B He ean do it rightly.” s rao 
iE oe the time wag set; the track Z os RE 
» gil Paced; the GORGOINBE said 
yt Pelt a little tired, of course, A 
eae (fand lame — but he was reagyih 7) 
pat, bir Went the lightseme DCIRE, . \ fe 
\ J Bwift ay any Fockel, ~—  e/ 
: “ith a jaunty, eagy air, } 
f Lepr Ip. se ofA hand in each pocket. 


An at 
ER. Ne Nh fa 
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! troush the clever-bloom, — 

iC: det the bees hurrying, - 
- . Sent all the meadow-mice 
e Scampering, scurrying ; 
Startled occ 

up, Up, singing ; 

Goft-footed ag a hall, 
= xounding and springing : 
Ait UAB ORGOIZE wadaled off, 
cat One Way, then aizether, 
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* m thet ‘thick clover, - 
; ee an easy glance the PCIRE 


© uC! he: ‘rp 
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2 ie every hum nS 
Ps es i 
Far in advanceof him, = 









ye track over, 
Sb 
oii wag the ard One 
9 far behind him | 
amongst the sweet tno) 
” Searcely eeuld. Find bimsk 


Calling,-« Ho, hello, sir 
JN Bhis the way te reach the. foal, 


mp; «What's the use of Keeping 
Such a pace for such a 

~ Better te be sleeping 3 
nx adie 


{ Pade a trumpet of his pea “4 


aon. If yeu'd.like te Know, sie!" 
E Sher be lay down, thinking thus : 





“While the peor deluded pCIRE 


>! 
\yGhere he wept and pondered-lony'? 


, beet the other has the prize! 















Head drooped and ie : 
While bis rival toward their ain- 
Calmly, slowly Plodded. y 
pe: and on, and ever on! ’ 
Ghe long day wag Waping + Ds 










Re and on, and ever on! ~ F) ayy 

Gaining, slowly gaining. My) 

LH 

ay ay SN PS 7 ie 
8 Coser, Wed KD 
qi} at | ‘7 


he reached the end. \ 
ast ste numbered, Sy) 


_ 
\Bar kebind him slumbered. 
Goon he weke, though; woke te feel 
All his heagtfal folly, 
jfArd in shame crept out. of Se 


Very melancholy. Ce 






«« Bleetness could have dene it, 


Rete Work has won it! 7 
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O8 a common stony and sterile, 
<7 Where nothin§ hut thistles grew, 


Ff PONKEY —a litle gray PONKEY 


Gros a ti day through. as 


Hither in/ flocks came the Finches, \ 
Black ag te wings and crest, 


a eee 
t ack and of breast | —- 
(nk <a e 


of tie thistles, 


the) BORKEY/— he/ate } 
fAnd prickles and all. 


: Yhey san te: bim mepril : 
= keliey sans ly. 


gince nokedy ECan 


ile he stood, ever cropping ard munching, } | 
Waggec each long ear. = 


| 
ail 
s | ee) 
thousht theirg Was very Vaal music x 
Ro go muelh bright-flying g wats ~~ 
Ghat he could make louder seyret better 
Zo he suddenly{ Raven da 
; 5 ¥ yi Rnbyes , = = 





























if ae . y 2 = 
5 a Be ts | r 
_, FAW away flew the terrified Fj ff Ces, Are , e 
Isike leaves in a jempest- blown, ZB oe 
find left bim, deserted and ala ae gi = = Pd e 
: On the gee alone. tn Ui i - Wes 
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Rite She went falloping aftep sk . 
ees greed Was in vain; | \ AIS 
oe i ee he feud Where a punter g the 
ad blai a 47 _ 
ay 5 t y \ —T- 
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= Giee\ the pecs ring te dey, huge, seiig 5 i 
He scanned it with ludicrous eS 
Gill a Wonderful new idea =H fo 


Came into his nes S$ ofS 
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He) seized it, heavy ee shaggy. 2 DA ; 
ay AG much ag his strength could bebe 
Find flung it br hig shoulders, = 
* Defiant and bold; * < 
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pte moods fe gee e 
bravest beasts of the forest of > 


aE ae ET a. 


“How the 
Would. tnémble and flee. 

















find he laughed ag only, a PORKEY 
-‘Kpows how te laugh. 
Caio w f, trotting softly, saw him, 


£5 j ry Isigt: ned a moment, and ther, 


O Skalki like a shadow, 
Rar off to tis den. 
es 
Shree bears, who were crunching acorns, 
And roc nl. 
(Mumbled, «HushT” to each other, 
When he came that way. 


find the mother Caught her baby 
By its little fu cask . 
find fled over log andsquagrire 
And tangled root; \ 


While the father, ¢rowling, « $ieipnys) S 
Be off! Don’t wait for me! fg 

‘Put plenty of nuts it his pockets <5 
Ard climbed a tree. 


Te 
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F j we », 6 SS % a \ {\ f 
@he tittle POW 186 lobeite scam prered XY PTR Ly! MV EF 
e = y . } i 


find bid, ne-One Rows, where r 
fAnd the $reat\fish.casle faltered 


/ oe inlttp air; 


7. : ; 2 eS 
5 Hrd Se grow, 5 t for a watehman, 
~ On the’dead limb of an oak, 
Astonishesdl/at Fue confusion, 
Could scarcely Proak. 


Pll things that liveyin the jungle) 
Crept off on eQjhioned Feet; ) 
Fi2d even. the todas in the puclalles) 
Hopped in retseat; = 
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While down throush the dim old forest, YG 
Delighted at hig own din, Qe 
Clattered the little fray DONKEY } 
In the ISION’S FXIN. 


JA fox peered out from bis covert, 
Waked from bic Rooncday doze, 

And sniffed in the air a moment 
His long keen nose. 






















“He ead the hoofs ane Up soe eee 


eps 
i ave ag could he, 
k “ct 


fAnd gat th at Tre, placidly waiting > 


« Abeme be gaid, “ $00d say CHK ; ee ip 
How lon§ since the KING OR GHE RORG/G A) \ gee NL 
_. lsearned how te‘agay?” SS TIS) me 


ONKEY balted, and’ shaking 
His yellow mane anes i 5 
























Ge awe the fox/ witht Be wt 

MS SCAG BY) Pee a 

| Neifhed feel) ts poe iy ‘ay cs f ; 

J Gat the Fo unnyeved, smiled 4 Sane WC ¢ AN ite =a t 

‘ / “Door simpleter,” he Cried 7 3) SSP! ON <M, 
“G@here’s more to Lncakiee ve ielon s aan a. 














Ghan a llOn's DIDE!” 
















See hae > 
eee ee 
« Noxmatter bol close la lor 


Or jn form th> counterpart, 
Suet akes a Is1OR a IskQR 
Kg ys the Iston’s ay A ig 

aS to al € 9) 
iN “Meanwhile the woe: be onan 

Htood suite aghagt te hear, : 
And out from keneath his trappings 

Poked a long ear., 4 


Ay i 7 find i as ‘Op the woods fell silence 

Ht he eagle sereamed a call, o3- 
We « Come hither and see your. a — ie | 
( hs Z , Cone: ‘ope, come sa ha Os 


WHA YY aaa 
€ y Boric n his me the ole ape ‘%) 


On ever. Fee F se Se sae 
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Shey scoffed. at hie heels ;. they clamored 
About hig ears, and said 

ya, Ghat they were 50 huge and hairy 
\ Shey hi bis head. 

AN fAnd his voice — did he eall that singing ? 
fAnd what might the sweet tune be? 


7 ‘ 
A / Ghey thought it woule do fer a fo¢-hora Sy 
oe Far out at geal ory 


BR, Ghe poor little, gray little PORKCY 
Bhivered in every limb, 

Gill hig Poyal yellow mantle 
Fell off from him. 



































a. PR 
: Se ec ee yas 
Shen, drooping are quite dejecitd, = \ 





= He turned with a gentle trot 
at Goward hig owe familiar pastups — 
aD She thistle-lo 


Let 


oe 
ANG the fox gaid, + Only with cowards 
prels 


















2 Re PGNDS 0 
_pehe motte: bear dragéed her baby 
« Go he the first te sees 
- Ghere Were CPOWS ald Coons, and saul 
In every tree; 






%2) Does shallow pretence wie! 
(No DONKEY is made a IslOR Ay @ } 
ae (By aIslon’s (KINI? SN SS 
e @he Frogs swarmed out of the puddles ; | wee or, > 
a Hares leaped there by the score: 
z fr such a look of derision «., 
| fs each, one wore | 
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3 Rese eee 



















2 this was the HERO, was it? | Y 

ey lalushed, you may suppPos®s \ 

et £Abink they bad beer ¢° fieightened ) Lan 
= poy mers LOSES ! “Ye 







| garment wag grand and ample, 4 

zat the creature hase and galls “COX a 

Jpack cluped them just one omen, eee 
pat was all. 





OWS the lane to the meadow bars 
_ + Went tripping a country Lass, . 
She could hear the cow-bells tinkle, tinkle, 
While they cropped the grass: 
She carried her bonnet on her arm 
And a pail to hold the milk, 
And her eyes were as blue as periwinkle, 
Her hair like yellow silk, 
And she called, “ Co’, boss! co’, boss!” 


‘The cow with the crumpled horn lowed back : 


The liitle red heifer moo-ed ; 
Old i on glad to see her coming, 
| Went close to the Bars and stood ; 
~ And S00n in the bright tin pail the milk 
- Streamed warm and sweet and white, 
~Till-it was full to the top and foaming; 
And when the flies would bite, 
:The maid said, “So so, boss!” 


The milking done, the brimming pall 
She placed upon her head Af 


With strong young arms, and from the meadow 


Passed witha lightsome tread. _ 
The sun was sinking in the west _ 
Red as a sun could be: ! é 
And longer and cooler grew the shadow 
Of every bough and tree, ~~ 5 te 
And she ecaeet “Trala! frolet” 4 


What could the Lite be thinking se 
Sauntering so slowly there? 

Not of the film-winged midges gleaming 
‘Through the soft, purple air; 

Not of the cow with the crumpled horn, 
Nor the jangle of her bell; ~ 5 

Ah, none of these, for she was dreaming 
Of how the milk would sell, | 

As she hummed, “ Trela! trala!" 
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“But first I'll feed ae bisa and corn, 
And their coops, all in aA TOW, 
is ll keep straw-strewn and clean and ‘sunn 
~ And then how fat they’ 1 grow. va ¥, 
~The ll fetch the very highest price » Ry 
When they are brought to town, - 
I'll buy myself. a gown —— 
A shining silken gown! 


pee ‘a Three Biccaatics Gaindthe skis \) “And when I go to the village church, 

eee Il have, w with a puff between; i : \| Or to the fair-week dances 
eer Ts | And the lads come round me all devotion, 

% ee will not deign a glance. 

¢ pri imrose elbow loves) (Ve Ae This one will bow, that one will smile | 

e wes so fe canct el > 1 pz And whisper some sweet word, 
And L'll have a feather ir in my aig , _/ But Ill toss my head with a scornful motion, 
Ee parasol!” - { As if I had not heard — 
xe eed laughed, “ Ha! h WY gy ; Like this — heigh-up! heigh- ho!’ 
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With the hair like yellow silk, f 
And down the frothing milk-pail tumbled & 
2 And spilt the: precious milk. of 


gis ; : f 
«Where now were the sea-green gown, the gloves, 


And the shrimp-pink parasol ? 
She gazed at the ground, dismayed and troubled, 
__ And tears began to fall, 
And she sighed. “ Alas! alas!” 


All for a dream, a silly dream, 
A castle in the air, 
A little breath-blown rainbow bubble 
For which she did not care! 
Dear were her mother's peace and thrift, 
And painful were her frowns, 
Nor would she have brought her fret or trouble 
For half a score of gowns — 
Nay, nay, not for a score! 


©» She reached the kitchen; on a shelf — oe 
Were ranged the burnished pans; 

The kittens ran to meet her mewing, 

_. For supper from her hands ; 

She felt her mother, waiting, tired, 
Would blame her and bewail, 

» And ask what could she have been doing 

To overturn that pail, 
“And spill the milk—oh dear! - 


So to herself this Lass, whose heart 
Was really sweet and sound, oi 
‘\- Reflected that in fancied pleasures i 
PTs tittle comfort founda” 
And though.one’s lot be always tame, 
= Nor ever fine or gay, 
=" Happy is she who sceks her treasures 
In real things every day! 
_ — Grown wise had the little Maip! 
= 
—_—— 
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UT from heir huts and houses, 
Pee In frocks and smocks and blouses 
en Of dingy country brown, 
«(7 Each day the Ants came swarming 
To go about their farming, e 
Even though the sun poured down 
A perfect blaze of scorching rays, 
And hot enough to melt them ; 
. They knew too well how winter days 
= Would pierce and chill and pelt them, | 
. me of 















et 


ae 


‘ “om _ Some Siewar hk fone even furrows ; 

i With little red wheelbarrows 
Some trundled here and there, 

And if a heedless brother 

Ran bumping ‘gainst another, 

Why, no one seemed to care — 

ona fear of fisticuffs or fight 

~ With no one to begin it; —s 

Yet if they met a worm—poor wight— ; 

They slew sas in a minute. 


























With ‘whistle ‘and with singing, 

, Mowers their scythes went swinging, 
oa) And swath on swath laid low: 2 
With waists so very dwindling, 













‘~~ 4nd arms so lean and spindling, 
7 They looked too slim to mow, 


Yet still all day, as if ‘twere play, 










From every clover thicket os 





The whet of blades came, sae — 
_ Like the echo of a cricket. “ial 






i Se — ——— 


Be, 1) 





sh ‘orever stirring and trudging, 5 
EO ter, obey kept on plodding, drudging, “Ss 


ts E They had no frolic, no leisure, “ — 
: i 3 - 
a Took never a ay of ees © 


g 
est to ‘their ieeing oe | Why, even the King, when he ment To b 


pS To rest him for the morrow, » Vr oe 

Then with a ward of Geuble B) « \ Dreamed that the Queen mixed Lied ade 
They hacked the tall wheat stubble) ‘ In his little red TON &s 

Until their elbows ached; ae 
Hacked, hewed and hugged and hustled 
Till down the gold ears rustled, 

While others gleaned and raked. 
- Wide open swung the granary doors, Ww 

With flails the air resounded, => 
- on the dusty, straw-strewn floors’ ” > ee 
— Whack ! whack! the threshers pounded. V3 


SS —— 
Gi ~ 


e/ ’ 
4 F Meanwhile, within the houses, ~~" ¥ 
b The wives of the Ants in blouses 
Ns Found work enough to do, 
* The whirring spindles turning, 
aking, scouring and churning, 
- And rocking the cradle too ; 
y, While boys and girls-with rosy looks ‘ 
7~ The path to school went tripping, V ET 
Some to get knowledge out of books, Near by there lial a 2 dappee 
N ¢ And some, mee a mebene A, Long-legged, gray Cee? AY 
a) Anda bachelor he was ;_ Ors LY 
} Not famous for his riches, ®))} 
US Yet he wore green silk knee-breeches Z ) 
And a claw-hammer coat of gauze. SYM 


: Z 2 YW 
( p78 to stocks and bonds and houses ond lands. y 


Ca. PC 
- <a Ss 
But was very careful of his white hands) \ 


NS And his fine, well-waxed antenne., Lip) 


_ —— 


pr Ot course he hadn't any, 












hough always without money, . 
f He managed to dine on honey 
As choice as the choicest eat ; 
And he'd drink.a cool dew pate’ 
With almost anybody, +. -5°4 
If it were only sweet. ~~ 
“And then, perched on a plantain leaf, 
> With his eye-glass to his eye, in 
He'd flutter his pocket-handkerchief WG 
ne the ae git butterfly. </¢7 “SF KG 
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When aan the rain came splashing, 
MG And spattering and dashing, 
/ And all the leaves were wet, <\N 
} He'd sigh: “Of course for the present | \ 
This isn't really pleasant, 
But ‘twill never do to fret!” 
And then a mushroom for a tent, 
Or a hay-rick for a cover, 
He'd find, and call it excellent, 
en ase me shower was ove : 
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Great was his pleasure, very, 
Fo laugh at and make merry 
Over the busy Ants: 
Only to see them moiling, 
Their striving so and toiling, 
Provoked. his heels to dance. 
“UII never work,” he cried, “like these, 
Until the eather colder!” 
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pts =o =—S= 





Jack ne, came creeping, Sea 
Cold-hearted and unfeeling, _ 7 4 

Icicles in his breath : Ses 
Then, “Oh, for a furlined wrapper,” 
Bewailing cried Gr ASSHOPPER, 

“Or I shall freeze to death!” oat 
Then he found he'd nothing on which to dine, V 

And nothing to drink whatever, 
. And the length of his spine he could define “i 


By a constant ague shiver. 


fe et ZBh>»Hr—4 2 




























a Mek ee ee ee 
His muscles were full of twinges, 

‘ 

\ y His joints like rusty hinges ; oo, 
“Ugh! I know what it is!” CAY 7 

/ Mt He groaned, as a sharp crick wrung him, ) 

fi t And pains like Heedles stung him, : 
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In butternut-colored blouses, 
pe hom And said, “’T will do no special harm — 
of yy Te visit re in their houses !” 


ae 
4 











“ve met reverses lately,” 
He stammered, bowing stately ; 
“ Pray lend me half a dime, 
I haven't a crumb for supper,” — 
And he blushed, poor old GRASSHOPPER ae 
y “ J'll pay — some other time.” 1 
What did you do the summer through?” 
J, 
Questioned a gruff old farmer. 
“] danced.” “ Well, keep on dancing, do;} 
‘Twill help to keep} you warmer!" 




























: “With a “le round his shiek 
| The Ants upon their granary floor 
Were spreading wheat for drying, 
“And out from an open kitchen door 
Came a ee of doughnuts ci 








Yet they fed him and, moreover, 
Gave humble clothes for cover; 
And he passed out of sight. 

} That night a gray cloud sifted 
) Great snow-flakes down that drifted GY 
7 In hillocks deep and white. @ el 3 
No roof, no food, no fireside blaze, ») ; 


No kith nor kin to cherish! eas 
Ah, he who wastes the summer days ~}’/ PSS 


KE rom winter want must perish 7 ee ; 
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Oe ona a 

¢ “And one lived i oa : ~ fe, 
° > She frizzed- her-hair about “her fortheadsy, oe 
> And wore a flow efed-gown, SN. FF 

~ Her finger nails were pink-and polished 
———AmiHtastefully were placed a 
aA black-heart sunflower on-her shoulde \\ as 
And a hollyhock at ne waist. 
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t peep-of dawin n, one day in symmer,~? 

_—~~~ She’ opened her eyes to seé a rc) 

Whether it rained or whether it shone, ind 

Ly, Or what the weather might Kes Whe B t/on ln = e 

a For the city heats wére fier¢e and trying, f Upo ta ber 

And d she had planned to’ spend; e As 0 on he 

Ifi itwere fair, a day“in the coufitry y 
With the other Mouse, her/FriEenp. / 


oe oa fox ¥ 







vo Bare was 66 flod:s in All the heaven SS Src aS 
Norsmist, nor fléck, hor stain, —/ 
Nor“any possible fear of shower ; \ 
“Unless blue sky could rain. ‘_. Yet under their shade her \ 
So with reticule of Russia leather} (Safely and out of sight. \\ 
And a white lace parasol, | -iQn cither side were fields of Mey = 


She left her room in the kitchen eae Or wi wheat.and oats and rye, 
Andscampered along the hall. 












‘ 
“She reached the house of her Frrenp, aber en 
fl 7 Ah, what sort of a house, ; y 
hat she should come so far to visit it, we \ 
She, a high-bred Mouse? 
Only a shanty of leaves and grasses 
| Q Thatched with a roof of straw; 


| ceanihies, 
No bric-a-brac she saw. 
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A ted of thistlesilk, with a pillow YY. 
Of dandelion-down, ‘ . yy \ | 












Was there, ’tis true, and as fine as the fin beg 
~~ She ever had seen in town; ee To. 
se And her Frrenp was very glad to greet her . WA \ \\ Af 
“Indeed, although she wore As % \ we le.e: 
©» sSuch funny clothes, and of such a fashion © \ =| \ 


‘As never was seen before: 





Along checked apron, a huge sun-bonnet, ~_/}} : | NV) 
A pair of leather shoes, PK A } 


















- 
And a dress whose waist and BISENE> and collar 
Seemed a mile too loose. bas \ 
And though in the meadow the spotted lilies \.\ 
Grew tall above the grass, 5 \ 







And the wildsunflowers alon the fences 
——Shone as yellow as bre 
Z one as yellow as brass, 


one Co SRT ee Bey 

} And inthe marshes and low wet places 

‘The cardinal-flowers burned red, Ae f 
) As if some wild wood thing were wounded @ : 
And here its blood was shed — \h\ 






S\ Or acockle in her hair! - 


Se blossom, a corn-silk tassel, 
See 
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~ Humble she Was, nor vain in the Ig 
But open of heart and hand, } 
And she welcomed: her FRrienh and net het fy 
table : 
With the eee all th rihie land: 3) 
|, Corn in the milk, ripe wheat, bi 
In sheaths of silver green, 
With sour _sorrel-and clover-top 
Fucked: tempeingly between; 





| 
} } 


. with bea dat tickledst ein nose: 
~ And made“them squeak senate ra SS 

r While thé dew they drank from orn saucers “Gp 
@ Was better than wine by half ; i ee: 
d while they nibbled and munched add chatted, : 

! They had no haunting fear Ce , ! 


: aPhat there might be poison upon the be ik 
_ Ora prowling pussy near. 









A dinngr ‘f: Kerbs! with freed rectal 
What. reason to complain ? BS 

Yet thes Mouse rrom town had lofty faticies: 
AAnd thought the fare was plain. 

Yor i live but the life of ants,” "shee 


“Ah, if you'll come with me, 


: 
\ ¥ ‘ou’ Shall see the w ay we dine at he 
\ 

Www One ease, our luxury.” Pe 
oe J 
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. 5 ; *Btraightway did the little Country Mouse” 
Begin to long and pine es 

To taste for herself the great wo 

In a palace grand and fine. 
And so that evening the two together 

Turned city-ward through the dews, 





rld’s pleasure 


The other with leather shoes. 


*s 
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_ YY 
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A f a” . , . 

d when to view the twinkle of lamps 
Came through the twilight haze, 

) The Country Mouse was dazed anc 


And could only gazé and gaze. i 
ag "7 
Ny 


oy 1 breathless; 

But why did her Frrenp go hiding, 
Under the broad stone walk ? 

And why did she whisper, * Hus 
Whenever she tried to talk ? 


hob, hush? \ 


\)Bhey reached the mansion, heated and hungry ; 
| The wide rooms blazed with light 


4», \\ But they shunned 
Ro Keeping well from sight, ~ 
And entered, without a hint of welcome, ig 
Through a 


> — And sought th 
Off from the kitchen hall. 


e dingy corner cupboard © 


dre 
PK The one witha white lace parasol, ae 


the beautiful marble stair-case, “ 


chink in the cellar wall, Ma hi\s 
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BZ 
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ie) doubt, dear friend, you're nearly famished, 
) But we have supper late. es 
esides, there are guests —] h 
And we shall have to wait,” 
Said the hostess to her country cousin, 
ig Who, glad of so fine a chance, 1 
/ Cried out, “Tam not so very tired, 
} — Suppose we join the dance!” 
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ear the music = 
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The Town Mouse shrieked in 


actual horror 
At anything so rash: 






“They would hunt us down with cane 
And kill us in a flash ! 


And think of the cat and her four kittens! 
And the savage terrier too !_— 






and pok 














4_} The only Way We can get our supper Ps 
i Is after the rest are through.” — 
: a . . . ; - . 
Their watch began, their bright eyes peeping rag 
Out from the veriest chink, <" ‘ ' 
Parching with thirst and faint with hunger, 
Nor able to sleep a wink; 
~, Indeed, the room grew gray with morniag 
—_ Before they dared craw] out, ‘ 
And in the now deserted places 
~~ ‘Creep cautiously about. 
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"Fo find the still half-laden tables 
we ~=Was an casy matter quite, 
yBt. By the glitter of glass, the sheen of silver, 
Be And the glimmer of linen white ; 
WBut before they tasted the tiniest morsel 


They heard the creak of a door, 
And with limbs a-tremble and hearts a-patter 


Fled back to their crack once more. 





















‘Again and again they made a sally, 
Tried stealth and stratagem, 
But ever in some unlooked-for m 

New danger threatened them : 
Till the Country Mouse, exhausted, starving, 
Cried out in sheer despair, 
“No doubt, if we could only reach it, 


) A bountiful feast is there ! ; 
PEN EL IC 
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“But better I like my quiet hedgerows, < 
‘= 4 
My roots and leaves and grains, 


E 3 2 ; : 
Li 3 For peace is there ; while in your mansion 
i Nothing but terror reigns !” ‘gut 





So sadly she said adieu, and slowly 


Back to the country went, 
To her house of weeds and her. awkward fashions, 


Z Cured of her discontent. 
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